It was not for several years after commencing practice that I was able to obtain a good view of the membrana tympani and its details, and it has only been by patient plodding and steadily working at the subject that cases of aural disease have been treated with anything like confidence or satisfaction.
It is no part of my intention to take up time by going into all the details of how the examination of a case of aural disease ought to be conducted. These are fully described in all the text-books, and are probably well known to you all; but there are certain points on which I think sufficient emphasis has not been placed, and to these I may briefly allude.
The examination of every case of deficient hearing power should always be tested systematically:?(1), By conversation; (2) , by watch; and (3), by tuning-fork; and with ordinary care and patience most cases may by these means be accurately diagnosed.
As watches vary very much in the loudness of beat, every practitioner ought to know the distance at which, with normally acute hearing, his own can be heard; and taking 30 inches as an average, the hearing distance for each ear separately should be noted down, with the normal for denominator and that at which the patient can discern it for numerator. This is desirable for purposes of com- parison during the progress of the case, and for the information of the specialist, should he require to be consulted.
By the use of the tuning-fork we obtain most important information, and in most cases are able to distinguish between diseases affecting the sound-conducting and the nervous or sound-perceiving apparatus. For I shall now shortly allude to some of the ordinary ear ailments which ought to be successfully treated by the ordinary practitioner, and also to those in which the aid of the aural surgeon should be invoked; and I cannot do better than begin with cerumen in the meatus, the treatment of which even the laity feel confidence in undertaking. When Jessie X. sought advice in the autumn in consequence of obstruction of the nostrils and deafness, which had lasted for several years. She had consulted several medical men, one of them being a well-known aurist recently deceased, and at their hands her ears had received the most approved treatment; but no examination of her nares had been made. Her drum heads were both indrawn, and her hearing power was much impaired. The 
